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KHPA encouraged by House plan for health reform 
 

The following is a statement by Marci Nielsen, PhD, MPH, Executive Director of the Kansas Health Policy 
Authority, in response to today’s release of the Kansas House Republican Task Force on Health Care’s plan for 
 health reform: 
 
“Over the past several months since the discussion of health reform began, I have been encouraged by the 
energy in both the Legislature and Governor’s Office to truly accomplish health reform, and more importantly, 
provide access for all Kansans.  Kansas has 300,000 residents who are without health insurance, and it is good 
news for the State that many legislators and stakeholders are following this process closely and want to be 
involved.  With their support and input, we can reform the Kansas health system effectively.   
 
“The Health for All Kansans Steering Committee met this afternoon and agreed on vision principles that will 
guide their work.  These include increasing access to patient-centered care and services, integrating health 
promotion and education and disease prevention into these services, providing sustainable and affordable care, 
and reforming the system to be fiscally responsible and protect the health care safety net.  During our meeting, 
we also discussed a legislative package that will be introduced this session with further discussion coming on 
March 13.  The steps we take this session will be the framework for a larger health reform and access for all 
legislative package for the 2008 Kansas Legislature. 
 
“As we agreed in the meeting today, the Kansas Health Policy Authority and its Board should take the lead on 
health reform and carefully and thoroughly review and oversee all options.  We stand ready to work with the 
Governor, Legislature, and stakeholders to focus on common sense health reform that works for Kansas.   
 
“Today, I was pleased with the leadership the Kansas House Republican Task Force has brought to the table.  
Their input and recommendations have been a critical piece in the Steering Committee.  We look forward to 
working with them today and in the future as we seek to provide health access to all Kansans.” 
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